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Martha Blakeney Hodges Special Collections 
and University Archives (SCUA)



The Cello Music Collection



The Cello Music
    Collection
Luigi Silva (1963)
Elizabeth Cowling (1976) 
Rudolf Matz (1986)
Maurice Eisenberg (1989)
Janos Scholtz (1994)
Fritz Magg (2002)
Bernard Greenhouse (2005)
Laszlo Varga (2006)
Lubomir Georgiev (2008)
Lev Aronson (2008)
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Musical works routinely appear in multiple 
manifestations, most commonly:

Scores
Performance parts
Sound recordings
Video recordings

Comprehensive access depends on linkage among 
various manifestations and related works

Music Cataloging



Uniform titles are unique identifiers that equip the 
catalog to perform its finding and collocating 
functions by:

▶ Identifying items that have appeared under varying 
titles, and by

▶ Bringing all the editions of a work together

Uniform Titles



Ombra mai fù Fronde tenere
Frondi tenere Welch schattig Grün
Tender foliage Never was the shade
No sylvan shade Tender beautiful leaves
Celebrated largo Alles Laubgezweig
Famous largo Schattige Ruh‘
Célèbre largo Largo from Xerxes

Uniform Title: Handel’s “Largo”



100 1 Handel, George Frideric, ǂd 1685-1759.
240 10 Serse. ǂp Ombra mai fù; ǂo arr.
245 10  Largo : ǂb Begleitung zur Duo-und Trio-
             Ausgabe, auch für Quintett-und Quartett-

    Besetzung / ǂc von G.F. Händel ; 
             übertragen von Aug. Reinhard.

Uniform Title & Transcribed Title



▶ Specialized, scholarly audience of the Collection 
necessitates a “quality first” approach

▶ Many unique items often involve detailed description 
and extensive research

▶ Collection includes manuscripts, photocopies, 
unidentified items, fragmentary items, and 
“cut-and-paste” copies that sometimes defy description

Cello Music Cataloging



The Fritz Magg Collection



Strauss,
Don
Quixote







Tchaikovsky,
Variations
on a Theme
Rococo



Bach,
Prelude
from
Suite II
for 
Cello 
Solo







“…in many cases not everything is known about a document 
before it is cataloged, especially since undercataloged materials 
have not been previously available to scholars…

Thus, the work of the rare book cataloger is often the beginning 
of more substantial bibliographical research…

As knowledge progresses, it needs to be included in our 
progressing descriptions, which in turn help progress scholarly 
knowledge.” 

James P. Ascher,, “Progressing Toward Bibliography; or: Organic Growth in the Bibliographic Record,”  RBM: A 
Journal of Rare Books, Manuscripts, and Cultural Heritage 10, no. 2 (Fall 2009), 95-110.

“Progressive” Bibliography (James P. Ascher)





Orrego-Salas: Catalog Display



Beethoven,
Three
Scottish
Songs



Louis
Moseson’s
Op. 26



Magg,
Christmas
Concertino
for Royal
Typewriter
and 
Stradivari
Cello



Cello
Celebrations



Bernard Greenhouse: “Song of the Birds”

http://vimeo.com/27402082





Bernard
Greenhouse
Featured at
The Oral
 History
 Association 



The Laszlo Varga Project



“Laszlo Varga: An Oral History”









For MLA
San Diego, 23 March 2010

William “Mac” Nelson, Cello Music Cataloger
UNCG University Libraries

wmnelson@uncg.edu 

The Extraordinary Career & 
Collection 

of Vahdah Olcott-Bickford
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Greenhouse Cello Music Collection – 
CONTENTdm Interface


